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Utah Legislative Session Update
Key Homeless Bills From 2026 Session

HB0308 • Homeless Services Amendments
Bill Sponsor: Clinton Okerlund
What started out as a simple restructuring of the State's Office of Homelessness was recalled after it passed in the
Senate to have portions of HB596 added to it. Full description of the adopted provisions below.

HB205 • Substance Use Intervention Amendments
Bill Sponsor: Tyler Clancy
Recovery "housing pods" for inmates, eases state opiate antagonist procurement, prevents syringe exchange
programs at public parks, authorizes justice courts to create STEP supervision for non-violent SUD defendants. 

SB0087 • Naloxone Amendments
Bill Sponsor: Jen Plumb
Introduces protections for individuals and agencies that administer Naloxone that is past its expiration date, as this
medication is still effective and safe for years beyond its stated date.

SB288 • Medicaid Provider Amendments
Bill Sponsor: Steve Stratton
Creates a system for the Utah Department of Health and Human Services to evaluate certain Medicaid providers
using standardized quality measures and offer performance-based incentive payments tied to improved outcomes,
care coordination, and other metrics. It also requires the department to implement a “closed-loop referral system”
that connects Medicaid-eligible individuals with community and social-needs services while reporting provider
performance and program impacts to the Legislature.

HB596 • Homelessness Amendments
Bill Sponsor: Steve Eliason
Introduced a wide series of changes to homelessness regulations, including a broadening of the terms of Code
Blue from 18° to 25°, a city carve out for St. George to conduct Code Red at 105°, a mitigation task force,
governance changes, and creation of the Homeless Services Restricted Account, and a mitigation funding
increase. Some provisions moved to HB 308.
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HB572 • Behavioral Health, Mental Health, and Social Services Amendment
Bill Sponsor: Steve Eliason
The bill creates a diversion option allowing law enforcement or courts to refer individuals to licensed behavioral
health receiving centers instead of criminal penalties, while also improving coordination and communication
between treatment providers and criminal justice agencies. It also directs the Utah Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS) to standardize mental health screening in jails, create consent processes for sharing
behavioral health information, build a statewide directory of treatment providers, and make targeted changes to civil
commitment procedures and law enforcement reporting.

HB0088 • Public Assistance Amendments
Bill Sponsor: Trevor Lee
Requires individuals to demonstrate legal immigration status to receive certain public benefits, such as vaccines
and food subsidies. Would likely impact WIC, senior meal delivery, housing assistance, homeless services, and
communicable disease treatment.
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 In Case You Missed It 
HUD Notice of Funding Update

The recently passed Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (T-HUD) spending bill provides $77.3 billion
for HUD programs in FY2026 - an increase of more than $7 billion over the previous fiscal year. For the
homelessness response system, this includes $4.417 billion for Homeless Assistance Grants, with funding for the
Continuum of Care (CoC) Program, Emergency Solutions Grants, and targeted resources for youth and survivors
of domestic violence.

Importantly, Congress included provisions to help stabilize the CoC program following delays in FY2025 funding.
The bill directs HUD to non-competitively renew projects expiring in 2026 if awards are delayed, helping ensure
continuity of services and protecting communities from disruptions in housing and support programs.

To prepare for possible new funding projects under some of the anticipated 2027 guidelines, please schedule a
time to meet with Tarra McFadden tmcfadden@saltlakecounty.gov.

Submit a Nomination
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Winter Planning Information
Volunteer on Code Blue Nights

When temperatures fall below 18 degrees, shelter isn't just a luxury. It's the difference between life and death.
Unsheltered Utah runs Code Blue temporary shelters in Salt Lake City and is always look for volunteers to help

lend a hand for their Community Movie Night initiatives.

Unsheltered Utah Website Volunteer Link
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 Point-in-Time Count 

Salt Lake County Mayor Jenny Wilson's office teamed up with Salt Lake Police Chief Redd for PIT Count. Over 300 volunteers from

across Salt Lake County conducted homeless outreach and surveys to the county's unsheltered population.

PIT Count Update
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On January 29 - 31, SLVCEH led Salt Lake County's annual Point-in-Time Count of individuals experiencing
homelessness. The PIT was a big success. We exceeded our minimum goal of 300 volunteers and had our first in-
person training in several years, which was really successful. Additionally, we had large number of  in-kind
contribution of  coats, blankets, gloves, socks, and other winter clothing items from several organizations from
within the county.

These donations were a product of the valuable efforts of community partners like Habitat for Humanity, Volunteers
of America, LDS Church Services, The Jordan River Commission, and AmeriCorps MVP volunteers.

Volunteers varied from neighborhood coalitions, county council members, teams from the Salt Lake City VA's office,
4th Street Clinic, the VoA, and other organizations, to University college classes, local men's groups, lived experts,
Salt Lake's Youth Action Board (YAB) and engaged citizens.

Official Data
Results will be available in the upcoming months. Data has to be processed for de-duplication and sorting between
observations and person-to-person interviews. Shelter and housing data is also used to compile a comprehensive
picture of the unsheltered population on the night of Wednesday, January 28th. 

 Opportunities 

Full Info on Website
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SL Valley Unsheltered Comms Coordination
If you're a comms person for an organization or stakeholder intersecting with homelessness, than this meeting is
for you. Our goals are to be unified in our messaging, concerns, and support for one another, while providing a

space to collaborate on all things communication, including social media, website, blog, podcast, and media
interactions. Our meetings are the first Wednesday of every month.

EMAIL TO BE INVOLVED
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Reentry Simulation
We are looking for volunteers and participants.

slco.to/reentry

 Resources & Trainings 
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SNAP BENEFITS

Full letter from Department of Workforce Services
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 In the News 
Utah lawmakers plan to fund governor’s
homelessness overhaul — if cities, counties pay
up

Complete Info
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Mar. 2, 2026 (Brigham Tomco • Deseret News) • Utah legislative leadership carved out $43.6 million to pay for Gov.
Spencer Cox’s pivot toward targeting criminality within the chronic homeless population, framed as a test case for
Cox’s proposed central shelter.

In a tight budget year, the recommendation represents a win for what Cox called his top funding priority. It also
signals a shared vision among lawmakers for Cox’s goal of achieving compassion by ensuring accountability.

Utah lawmakers move to boost ongoing funding for homeless with help from ZYN tax • Mar. 2, 2026 (Katie

McKellar •  Utah News Dispatch) • The budget doesn’t include money to build a controversial homeless campus — yet. It
does include more than $17.5 million in new ongoing money for homeless programs, but requires a match from
local governments. (Full Story)

Salt Lake City breaks ground on new housing facility for the unsheltered • Feb. 19, 2026 (ABC4) • On February
19, 2026, Valley Behavioral Health and Salt Lake County Mayor Jenny Wilson broke ground on “Homefront,” a
community housing facility for the unsheltered. Video

Copyright © 2026 Salt Lake Valley Coalition to End Homelessness, All rights reserved.
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Contact Coalition Support Agencies:

HMIS Team
HMIS@utah.gov 

Salt Lake County/Collaborative Applicant
tmcfadden@saltlakecounty.gov
jremund@saltlakecounty.gov
ncalvert@saltlakecounty.gov
tpizza@saltlakecounty.gov

Shelter the Homeless
lhopkins@homelessutah.org
lhector@homelessutah.org

Our mailing address is:
2001 South State Street, Suite S2-100, Salt Lake City, UT 84190

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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